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Stand Up For California! 
''Citizens making a difference'' 
Initiative Coordinator 
Office of the Attorney General 
State of California 
PO Box 994255 
www .standupca.org 
July 8, 2013 
Sacramento, California 94244-25550 
RE: Referendum AB 277 
Dear Sir or Ma'am: 
P. 0. Box355 
Penryn, CA. 95663 
~CEIVEo 
JUL 0 9 2013 
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
Pursuant to Article II, Section 1 0( d) of the California Constitution, I am submitting the 
attached proposed statewide referendum of AB 277 (Ch. 51, Stats. 2013) to your office 
and request that you prepare a title and summary of the measure as provided by law. 
Included with this submission is the required proponent affidavit signed by the proponent 
of this measure pursuant to section 9608 of the California Elections Code. My address as 
registered to vote is provided on Attachment 'A' to this letter. 
Thank you for your time and attention to thi~ matter. 
Attachments 
1 
Assembly Bill No. 277 
CHAPTER 51 
An act to add Section 12012.59 to the Government Code, relating to tribal 
gaming. 
[Approved by Governor July 3, 2013. Filed with Secretary 
of State July 3, 2013.] 
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 
AB 277, Hall. Tribal gaming: compact ratification. 
Existing federal law, the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988, provides 
for the negotiation and execution of tribal-state gaming compacts for the 
purpose of authorizing certain types of gaming on Indian lands within a 
state. The California Constitution authorizes the Governor to negotiate and 
conclude compacts, subject to ratification by the Legislature. Existing law 
expressly ratifies a number of tribal-state gaming compacts, and amendments 
of tribal-state gaming compacts, between the State of California and specified 
Indian tribes. 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency 
to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of, an 
environmental impact report on a project, as defined, that it proposes to 
carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment, 
as defined, or to adopt a negative declaration if it :finds that the project will 
not have that effect. 
This bill would ratify the tribal-state gaming compact entered into between 
the State of California and the North Fork Rancheria Band ofMono Indians, 
executed on August 31, 2012. The bill would also ratify the tribal-gaming 
compact entered into between the State of California and the Wiyot Tribe, 
executed on March 20, 2013. The bill would provide that, in deference to 
tribal sovereignty, certain actions are not projects for purposes of CEQA. 
The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 12012.59 is added to the Government Code, to 
read: 
12012.59. (a) (1) The tribal-state gaming compact entered into in 
accordance with the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 (18 
U.S.C. Sees. 1166 to 1168, inclusive, and 25 U.S.C. Sec. 2701 et seq.) 
between the State of California and theN orth Fork Rancheria Band ofMono 
Indians, executed on August 31, 2012, is hereby ratified. 
(2) The tribal-state gaming compact entered into in accordance with the 




1168, inclusive, and 25 U.S.C. Sec. 2701 et seq.) between the State of 
California and the Wiyot Tribe, executed on March 20, 2013, is hereby 
ratified. 
(b) (1) In deference to tribal sovereignty, none of the following shall be 
deemed a project for purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources 
Code): 
(A) The execution of an amendment to the tribal-state gaming compacts 
ratified by this section. 
(B) The execution of the tribal-state gaming compacts ratified by this 
section. 
(C) The execution of an intergovernmental agreement between a tribe 
and a county or city government negotiated pursuant to the express authority 
of, or as expressly referenced in, the tribal-state gaming compacts ratified 
by this section. 
(D) The execution of an intergovernmental agreement between a tribe 
and the Department of Transportation negotiated pursuant to the express 
authority of, or as expressly referenced in, the tribal-state gaming compacts 
ratified by this section. 
(E) The on-reservation impacts of compliance with the terms of the 
tribal-state gaming compacts ratified by this section. 
(F) The sale of compact assets, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 
63048.6, or the creation of the special purpose trust established pursuant to 
Section 63048.65. 
(2) Except as expressly provided herein, this subdivision does not exempt 
a city, county, or city and county, or the Department of Transportation, from 
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
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